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Olive H i l l  is s e t  i n  a broad, open f i e l d  on a c l i f f  above t h e  Appomattox 
River. Approached from t h e  r e a r ,  t he  two-story, white  frame house f aces  
sou th  t o  t h e  r i v e r  ac ross  a t e r r aced  garden. 

a Excel lent  O G o d  Foir Deieriorated U Ruins Unexpossd 
CONDITION 1; V7heck%gu (Chock One) 

The dwell ing,  covered wi th  molded-edge weatherboards, measures about 38' 
by 32'. Its pedimented roof is not  o r i g i n a l  and i s  of u n c e r t a i n  da te .  A 
schematic r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of i t s  e l e v a t i o n  drawn on an 1802 Mutual Assuranc 
Socie ty  po l i cy  sugges ts  a long i tud ina l  gable  roof.  A t  any r a t e ,  wrought 
n a i l s  i n  t h e  framing o f  t h e  present  roof i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  change could . 
nqt  have occurred many years  a f t e r  the  po l i cy  was w r i t t e n .  These e a r l y  
insurance p o l i c i e s  a l s o  show a one-story frame wing, 24' by 1 8 ' ,  on t h e  
west end o f  t h e  house, and small  porches on t h e  f r o n t ,  r e a r ,  and e a s t  end. 

n.~tercd 

The sou th  f r o n t  o f  t h e  house i s  f i v e  bays across  wi th  a c e n t r a l  e n t r y  and 
a small porch which i s  a r ecen t  r e s t o r a t i o n .  The n o r t h  facade  is f i v e  
bays across  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and t h r e e  on the  second. It, too,  has a 
r ecen t  porch. A l l  of t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  windows have nine-over-nine r ep lace -  
ment sash ,  and t h e  second-floor windows a r e  glazed wi th  s ix-over-s ix  sash ,  
most of which is contemporary wi th  the  house. Some o r i g i n a l  b l i n d s  remain, 
with wide, r iven ,  f i x e d  louvres .  The house s i t s  on a s taggered  Flemish- 
bond b r i c k  basement wi th  a f u l l  c e l l a r  and i s  crowned by a p a i r  o f  i n t e r i o r  
b r i c k  end chimneys wi th  co rbe l l ed  caps. 

n M O V ~ ~  a oci9inq~ sit* 

Olive H i l l ' s  p lan  i s  unusual.  One e n t e r s  a narrow s t a i r  passage running 
across  t h e  southwest corner  o f  t h e  house. Behind i t  i s  a l a r g e  h a l l  which 
a l s o  has an o u t s i d e  door. I n  t h e  e a s t  end of the  house a r e  a d in ing  room 
and a small  s tudy o r  s i t t i n g  room behind it .  The west wing shown on t h e  
insurance p o l i c i e s ,  r epu ted ly  contained a ballroom bu t  was demolished. 

D E S C R I B E  T H E  P R E S E N T  I N 0  O R I G I N A L  ( ( 1  ~ ~ O Y ~ ) P H I S $ C A L  I P P E A A A N C E  

The outs tanding decora t ive  f e a t u r e  of Ol ive  H i l l  is i ts  Chinese l a t t i c e  
s t a i r  wi th  i t s  molded hand r a i l .  The s t a i r  r i s e s  from t h e  west end of 
t h e  s t a i r  h a l l  and emerges i n  a l a r g e  square h a l l  i n  the c e n t e r  o f  t h e  
second f l o o r .  Noteworthy a l s o  i s  the  l a r g e  h a l l  w i th  i t s  p r o j e c t i n g  
chimney face .  An a r c h i t r a v e  frame encloses  a segmental-arched f i r e p l a c e  
with a white  p l a s t e r  surround and marble hear th .  Above t h e  f i r e p l a c e  i s  
a s i n g l e  l a r g e  panel ,  75 inches high by 6 3  inches wide, made of one board. 
The whole i s  f lanked by t h r e e  t i e r s  of narrow panels.  

i In the  d in ing  room i s  a paneled mantel.  Each o f  t h e  o t h e r  rooms on t h e  
f i r s t  and second f l o o r s  has a p l a i n  ra ised-panel  mantel and an unpreten- 
t i o u s  c h a i r  r a i l  w i th  f l u s h  wainscoting e n c i r c l i n g  t h e  room. Much o r i g i n a  
hardwarg inc luding wrought h inges ,  remains i n  t h e  house. 

A new bedroom wing has been added t o  t h e  west end o f  the  house, b u i l t  eighi 
years  ago on t h e  foundations of the  o r i g i n a l  wing, and another  wing has 
been added t o  t h e  e a s t  end of the  house i n  t h e  l a s t  decade. 
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i T A T E M E N T  O F  S I C N I F I C L i N C E  

Ol ive  H i l l ,  a  l a r g e  Georgian ~ l a n t a t i o n  house, s e t  on t e r r a c e s  above t h e  
Appomattox River ,  i s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  noteworthy f o r  i ts  e l egan t  Chinese 
l a t t i c e  s t a i r ,  i t s  odd p lan ,  and i t s  myster ious  roof change. Once t h e  
focus of  a  prosperous p l a n t a t i o n ,  a s  insurance records  a t t e s t ,  t h e  house 
has managed t o  s u r v i v e  yea r s  of  neg lec t  i n  remarkable cond i t ion ,  w i th  a  
g r e a t  q u a n t i t y  of  e a r l y  f a b r i c  i n t a c t .  

O l ive  H i l l  p l a n t a t i o n  was purchased from Joseph G i l l  of Lunenburg County 
by Roger Atkinson i n  1755. Atkinson l i v e d  a t  Mansfield,  ac ross  t h e  r i v e r  
i n  Dinwiddie County. He was a  man of  in f luence  i n  t h e  a r e a  and was ap- 
pointed i n  1762 t o  be one of t h e  d i r e c t o r s  of t h e  t h r i v i n g  but  unorganized 
town of  Petersburg.  I n  t h e  same yea r ,  he was made a t r u s t e e  of a  wine- 
making and si lk-growing e n t e r p r i s e  designed a s  a  poor - r e l i e f  p r o j e c t  f o r  
t h e  a rea .  Atkinson was a l s o  a  noted l e t t e r  w r i t e r ,  one whom Moses Coi t  
Ty le r  descr ibed  i n  h i s  w r i t i n g s  on e a r l y  American l i t e r a t u r e  a s  a  keen- 
w i t t e d  Virg in ian .  

A t  Atkinson's  dea th ,  t h e  Ol ive  H i l l  p l a n t a t i o n  w i t h  i t s  p resen t  house and 
1300 a c r e s  of  land  was l e f t  t o  h i s  son, Roger 11, who l i v e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  
h i s  dea th  i n  1829. An insurance po l i cy  w r i t t e n  by t h e  Mutual Assurance 
Soc ie ty  shows t h e  house a s  p a r t  of  a  domestic complex which included a 
k i t c h e n ,  a  schoolhouse,  and a  s l a v e  q u a r t e r s ,  a l l  of which were one-story 
frame bu i ld ings .  Four years  l a t e r ,  i n  1806, t h e  q u a r t e r s  had been added 
t o  on two s i d e s ,  and a  l a r g e  ba rn  wi th  a  th re sh ing  machine were added t o  
t h e  insured  bu i ld ings .  I n  1815, t h e  agent noted a l l  t h e s e  bu i ld ings  a s  
we l l  a s  "an uninsured log  negro house w i t h i n  about 27 f e e t  of t h e  negro 
q u a r t e r  ." 
Ol ive  H i l l ' s  p e c u l i a r  i r r e g u l a r  p lan  i s  l i k e  no o t h e r  i n  t h e  a rea ,  bu t  i t s  
Chinese l a t t i c e  s t a i r  r e l a t e s  it t o  such o t h e r  f i n e  houses a s  Ba t t e r sea  i n  
nearby Petersburg.  The change i n  t h e  roof of  t h e  house i s  perplexing. The 
present  pedimented gab le  i s  n o t  o r i g i n a l  t o  t h e  house, which was probably 
b u i l t  sometime i n  t h e  decade a f t e r  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  O l ive  H i l l  by Roger 
Atkinson I. Yet t h e r e  a r e  no s igns  of a  f i r e  o r  of  o t h e r  ex tens ive  renova- 
t i o n s  which would sugges t  any o t h e r  reason than f a sh ion  f o r  undertaking 
such a cumbersome p r o j e c t .  

Olive H i l l  was allowed t o  d e t e r i o r a t e  cons iderably  dur ing  t h e  la te -n ine-  
t e e n t h  and e a r l y - t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r i e s .  Res to ra t ion  began under t h e  ownershi 
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A s  the desigmted State Liaison Officer for the  Na- 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89.665). 1 hereby nominate this  property for inclusion 

in the  National Register and certify that i t  has  been 

evaluated accordinp; to the  c-iteria and ~ r o c e b r e s  s e t  
forth by the ~ a t i o n a l  Park Service. The recommended 

level  of significance or this nomination is: 

~ ~ t i ~ ~ ~ i  ~1 s ta te  Local O 
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Junius R.  Fishburne, Jr . ,Exec.Director  
Vi rg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
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National Register. 
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